
Pruning Instructions 
 
It is important that you prune the tree as it develops.  By pruning the tree as it grows, it will be easier to 
care for and will grow a trunk that is virtually knot free, giving you a higher value for the timber and a 
beautiful trunk if you are growing it as an ornamental shade tree.    We suggest that you prune often.  
Try to remove nodes before they get any larger than 3-4 inches in length. 

 
First Year 
 
 Pruning should begin as soon as the 
Empress develops nodes. It is important 
to remove any nodes that are trying to 
develop above the leaf. (See diagram A) If 
these nodes are left on the tree, then 
immature branches will start forming.  By 
removing these nodes, you will allow all 
of the energy to concentrate on growing a 
tall straight trunk, instead of branches.   
 
 

 
 
 
Second Year                                                                
 
In the spring, when the tree has come out of 
dormancy, it is time to start removing 
budding branches.  Just above where the 
leaf was located, you will notice little buds 
forming.  These are your new budding 
branches.  It is important that you remove 
the lower buds which will turn into 
branches, if you want your canopy higher.   
 
 
Recommended Pruning heights 
 

- Timber Trees – Approximately 15-18 feet. 
 

- Shade Trees – Approximately 8-10 feet.  
 
Third Year & Beyond 
 
At this point if you have been pruning the tree when it is young, you should only see an occasional node 
trying to grow where a branch was formerly located.  Remove these nodes as you see them develop. 
 

 



Winter Pruning for mature branches 
that need to be removed 

 
  If you have not pruned the trees 
adequately while they were young and 
you have an older growth tree that 
needs to have lower branches 
removed, then we recommend that 
you prune during fall or early winter.  
When the Empress goes into dormancy 
you’ll be able to notice limbs that may 
have been missed during the growing 
season.  (See diagram C for older 
growth branch removal) 
 
 
                                              
           Diagram C                                                                              

 
Pruning Equipment 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Coppicing your Tree 
 
 If you don’t end up with at least 10 feet of growth during the first growing season, we suggest that you 
coppice your Empress Tree. Cut the tree above the collar, about 4 inches above the ground. Do not 
coppice the tree until spring of the following season.  The Empress will have developed a strong root 
system and you will get a nice straight trunk growing taller than 10 feet, which will increase the future 
value of the timber.  
 
During the coppicing process, make sure not to damage the wrinkly wood at the base of the trunk. This 
is known as the collar. It contains tissues that are important for creating new cells. Once your tree has 
been coppiced in the spring, shortly thereafter you will get several new shoots growing from the base or 
collar of the tree. Pick the one you think is the heartiest, and carefully remove the rest.  If they are not 
removed them, then you would grow a multi-trunk tree.  
 
When the tree is ready to be harvested, be sure to only harvest in the winter when the tree is 
dormant.   

For Younger Trees: 
 

- Small hand shears 
- Sharp pocket knife 

 

For Older Trees: 
 

- Small hand shears and saws 
- Light chainsaws 
- Ladders 
- Extended hand shears 
- Pole Saws (saw blades and 

long poles) 
 


